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The Pattons is an exceptional portrait of the famous military family, eloquently written by the

grandson of its most illustrious member, George S. Patton. Washington Post critic Jonathan Yardley

called it &#147;one of the best books of the year.â€•
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In writing "The Patton's" Robert Patton has succeeded in an area where most of the previous

biographers of his famous Grandfather have failed, namely he manages to humanize the legend

and reveal the man behind the myth. This is not a Biography in the strictest sense, rather it's a

genealogical history. Here "Georgie" is viewed in the context of his ancestors, and through the prism

of his family. Evaluating him in this light, the reader gets a much truer understanding of the part that

his upbringing played in formulating the various aspects of his character. As a family member, the

author surely has his own opinions of the people involved, but he keeps these to a minimum, letting

the rich array of family sources speak for themselves, and presents an amazingly well-balanced,

concise portrait of his subjects, he doesn't go out of his way to trash his Grandfather's reputation (as

so many tell-all books written by relatives of celebrities today seem only too happy to do) nor does



he seek to glorify his accomplishments. He merely sought to chronicle one family's devotion to

public service, but most importantly to each other.Although this book can stand quite nicely on its

own, those looking for an in-depth analysis of Patton's military campaigns should be warned, this

book gives only a general overview of Patton's wartime service. Therefore, it is my humble opinion

that this book will be best appreciated when read in conjunction with other books such as:War As I

Knew It
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